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ASIAN BAPTIST WOuWEN MEBT IN TOKYO. 


An organization meeting of the Pacific-Southeast Asia Women's 
-Union of the Women's Department of the Baptist World Alliance 
attended by eighty-four delegates was held at Amagi Sanso april 

a h-8, Eighteen of those present were ropresentatives from Thailand, 
Burina, Hong Kong, Formosa, Hawaii, Korea and the rhilippines, The 
Japan Baptist Convention (Southern Baptist) and the Shinsei Kai 
{New Life Society), which consists of saptist Churches of the 
Northern Baptist tradition were hosts. There are similar regional 
Organizatims in other parts of the wrld, but this is the first 
time Baptist women of this area have organized. 


Officers electcd were: President: Mrs. Ramedios Vaslor (P.I,} 
-~Vice President: Miss Edna Wong (Hong Kong), Secty: Ayako Hino 
(Japan), Treasurer: Akiko Matsumura (Japm ) 
Representative at large was Mrs. Lucy Wu Hsu of Formosa, 


The organization is a result of the 1955 mecting of the Baptisi 
World Alliance in London. It was significant because it brought the 
“women of the-two Haptist groups in Japan closer together and because 
a6,°1S one more indication of trend tovard closer relations between 
Christians in tne Padific-Southeast Asia region. 
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WVeANGE LI CAL | LUTHBRAN CHURCH GoNWERal CONFEKSNCE 


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church at its 33rd annual 
meeting held on April 4, elected the Kkeverem Chitose Kishi, 

_ principal cof the Theological Seminary, as chairman. 170 ministers 
and laymen attended as delegates revresenting the 89 churches 
affiliated in the organization. aside froin routine business the 
problem of uniting the eleven denominations working in Japan received 
peareiul consideration. Rev. W. ©. Johnson, secretary of the 
‘Division of Foreign Miss ions of the Lutheran Church in the USA was 
fa guest. The Rev. Mr. Kishi is 58-years of age, a graduate of the 
University of Southern California an author of several books of 
theology and well known in church and theological circles in Japan. 


TiN RURAL LeaDeRS CONFERENCE 


The Nationai Hural Service and Training Center at Hino on the 
,outskirts of Tokyo will conduct ae Rural Leaders Training Conference 
this summer (July 23- 31) for Hast and Southeast asia rural leaders. 
The conference will discuss such subject as "The Liberation of Rural 
society and the Enlightenment of Farmers,” "Rural Churches and 
Evangelism", “Improving Rural Society". Following the conference 
foreign visitors will inspect rural centers in Rifu (Miyagi Frefece 
ture), Tomisato (Chiba Prefecture), Hamamatsu (Shizucka Prefecture), 
© Omi Brotherhood (Shiga Prefecture), Iimorino (Hyogo Prefecture), 

and Toyoshima (Kagawa Prefecture). 


Representatives of churches in Okinawa, :hilippines, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Burma, Korea and Japen including approximately fifty 
emMissionaries, are expected to attend. The Rev. Teiro Nagao and the 
Hev. Toshi .imata, chairman of the Rural Evangelism Committee, are 

tO visit the above countries in order to investigate local conditions 
and make arrangements for those expecting to attend. This conference 
S an outgrowth of the recent Bangkok meeting of the Asia Council on 
— Ecumenical siission. 


S.S. CONVENTION - HIROSHIMA 


The 1956 National Sunday School Serene cen is to eS oe in 
eHiroshina, tay 3-5. Dr. Toyohike Kagawa will address tl convention 
Fon "Be Truc to Christ's Way" and "There is ne other Way ee Educate," 
elokutaro Kitamyra, member of parliament and former Finance Minister, 
PWill speak on "Jesus Christ and Rebuilding Japan," the rev. Gosaku 
eOkada. on "Current Developments in Religious Education, and hiss 
Gertrud #, Kuecklick, a German missionary of the Hvangelical United 
6chren Mission on "Lead Youth to Christ and Jaoan to Christ." 


among organized discussion groups will be the following: 
Church Education and Theology" led by the Prof, Kozo Kitamorl of 
Tokyo Union Seminary, "Curriculum and the Buildizg of Men" hy 
Professor ayusaka of Kyoto University, "Church ali dok and oa " 
Bby Profesacr Tadashi Tominaga of? Narc University, and “Missto 
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eh cols and SS" by Miss Hamako Hirose, Presidont of Hiroshima 
Jogakuin. 500 delegates are expected to be attcnd, 


wMinML OSH IMs 


THe “hey, Jiro Fukui (56), minister of kKusuncki-michi Church in 
foji has been as signed to the smuni Oshima islands by the United 
mhurch of Christ in Japan. The present minister, Rev. kKanemasu 
faneyama, wno has served the Kikai-jima Church for forty years, is 
Mmwepasly seventy years of age and toc ill and feeble to continue 
astoral duties for the islanders Wnen cfforts te secure a younger 
Minister for the two thousand islandcrs feile sd, tir. Fukui, who form ly 
was professor at Yamaguchi Commercial College and pastor of ilo 
Maeen in Moji, volunteered his services and expects t> locate on 
fikai-jima Island for at Jeast, three years. There are ees 
dathoiic and Spirit «rf Jesus Churches and twarty+three prsaching 
fenbers iti the islaiid. The general situation in the islands has been 
BG very difficult since the islaids were tumed back tc Japan last 
year that it is hoped in connection with Mr, and Mrs. Fukui's arriva 
In the islands that Japan Church World Service will be able to do 
gmevhing for the relief cf the people. 


fe 


Tre wnams Oshima islands are located about 200 miles s 
ered an inte- 


Kagoshima prefecture and for centuries have been consi 
pral part of tnat prefecture, 
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Former Naval Captain Mitsuo Fuchida, who participated iu the 
Japanese forces which attacked Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941, nas 
beceme an active evangelist and is planning to conduct service 

next month at his hometown, Kashiwabara, site the ancient Bh idee 
Shrine to the first Emperor eo Japan... in addition to his’ preaching 

© will show a: technicolor movie "One out of two", produced by Sky 
mob, YoOA in which Mr. Fuchida appears. He received his inspiration 
0) save his hometown when he observed street proaching at Ohibuya 
tation in Tokyo and read in Romans 9, "For I could wish that 1 mysclf 
mere accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my 
nsmen by race." 


OUTH RALLY AT AOYaMaA GAKUIN 


fhe oecond Biennial Youth HKally of the United Church of Christ 
Japan will be held on May 2-8 at Aoyama Gaknin. 1956 is Youth 
imphasis Year in the Centotmial Frosram of tie church and all related 
fohmittees (Women, Christian Hduucation, OUccurarlonel Evangelism, Rural 
nd. Visitation) are participating in this hully. 


f— Discussion groups in charge of the above liso committees will 
Bal with the following subjects: The Hele of fcutna in Rural Church 
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Evangelism, Bible Study tethods, Fellowship and Service for Youth, 
the Task of Occupational Evangelism a Mining, Textile, General 
Factory Communities and for Salaried Mon, the New Educational Concep 
vermons, Discussion and Prayer in Visitation Hvangelism, Foreign 
PeeeeGgowi4sl be.csoscialily struck by the subjects to be handled in 
the women's group: Boy-Girl Relations (association and marriage), 
Home Morals (marital, filial, paternal ) , the Problem of Ff2udalism 
(Obstables to faith), and tne Vifference in Gmeretions. A forum 

» for all present will discuss: the Church's kesponsibility and 

* Mission as it Faces the Second Century of Protestantism. 


CWS CHICKS FOR FARMERS 


: Japan Church World Service announccs the arrival of JAL plan on 
PApril 5th of fifteen hundred white leghorn chickens. These are a 
gift from the farmers of California to Japanese farmers. They will 
‘by distributed by CWS after four weeks in guarantine at the Tokyo 
Institute of Domestic Animals in Chiba. Those receiving the chicken 
eas gifts will own then outrig:t wien they have given "“second-fencr- 
FP * ation chicks" to some needy neighbor, 


ARMED FORCES AID CHURCH 


The faster offering of $580 (¥208,000) received at Johnson 
Airbase in Saitama Prefecture was donated to the work of the Nev. 
Katsumi Yamabatake, minister of the Bibai church in Hokkaido. Mr. 
Yamabatake, whe was a wireless operator at the base during the 
eOccupation, was baptized by the Rev. fPlasatake Fujita, General Sccre- 
Petary of the Church School Department (NCC), when he wes ypristor of a 
pnear=-by Toyooka Church. Since then he has completed his tneclogical 
education and been assigned to pioneer evangelism in the difficult 
coal mining area. ‘The church has a kindergarten but no organ. 

The Easter contribution will be devoted to this purpose. 


JAPAN CHRISTIAN QUARTERLY SPRING ISSUE 


The Spring Issue of the Japan Christian Wuartcrly is off the 
press. Articles of special intorest to both locn2 and re ben readv 
Will be "Japanese Society and Christianity” by Prot. wikio Sumiya of 
Tokyo University, "Christianity aid Japanese BOE ae by Jduniehir 
Baro, a soudent of Japanese ard Chinese classics, "Toward a Christia 
Philosovhy of Education in Jajyanit by K’ yoo Cho of the International 
Mivistian University, anc "“Ciristianity and saccarr Thowdit in Japant 
Peco PaucinusaLolLehyobo ) Jniversity, Five brie? iuterviews 
Bwitn non—Christian religious lJonders aml one odvh a.Christian laader 
on Poe wooleniby and Gther helieionis im -ve ri" wl bo proeeted with 
Preal intcrest by many but an account of PAS EPinei: Ly Wap” vby 
enny Josephy will provoke ee eo Ugemion ROC aie 10s. .goneral ty 
ritieal attitude toward trae Unite vhurch of “Choa st ia dJupan and 

CG sponsored spearers, 
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ANNUAL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 


The annual conference of missionaries associ ated with the United 
Church of Christ in Japan, which met at the Sanmaiso Hotel, Yumoto 
Hakone of April 3~ op, was one of the most successful savor tield. 293 
IBC missionaries and 29 others attended There were also 30 guests 
and 50 children present. After registration an open meeting of the 
nterboard Field Committee for all tii liated missionaries was held 
fat woich problems such as children's education, income tax, housing, 
ihealtn, etc., were discussed. Following this they separated into 
perouds 2ccording to mission board affiliation for an hour of fellow- 
fenio, Iatepration of the individual missionaries into the Inter- 
‘bonrd Committee has proceeded sofar that this is now one of the rare 
FOccHSiLOnNS when Such association is possible, 


Ae the evening session the first day a panel composed of some 
swho remember the "mission fathers", remainded the gathering of those 
‘who had served in Japan in the early years and provided a rich 
pher2taze for those serving today. Speakers for the following 
pSe801c:s were the itev. John DaMaagd on "Our Sitvation", Rev. Kenneth 
fie OL Che Episcopal Mission on “Our Responsibility", and Dr. 
Howard #. Outerbridge on "Our Devotion." Twice a day the conference 
broke up into small groups for an informal sharing of mutual problems, 
Be evotients, and hopes. Their findings will be announced at a later 
ate. ; 


a s number of Japanese Christian leaders were present throughout 
the conference, Among foreign guests were Mr, J. ©. Penny, Mr. and 
“s. weyman Huckabee, and Dr. and Mrs. Earle Cressy of Kennedy 
mocnoo! of Missions and Dr. George Dorey, Moderator of the United 
Churean cf Canada. 


OSHLRO FIRE 
: The Rev. kentaro Buna reports that local officials and the victims 
of the Noshiro (Akita Prefecture) fire was deeply appreciative of the 
relief supplies sent by Japan Church World Service. 400 of the 1,200 
families who suffered from the fire can make a come-back by thems ‘olves, 
The rest are being housed in local schools and need further assistance. 
; Those who managed to save their personal effects and furniture noed 
money. rather than mterial help. The church in Noshiro was not 

damaged but several church families were among the victims of the fire. 


CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS HONORED 


The United Church of Christ in Japan gave special reccgnition to 
M599 seachers and_officers who have served the Sundav ochools for more 
than five years. 405 have served 5 = 9 years, li2 for 10 -.19 years, 
5 foe e0 = 29 years, 2/ for 30-- 39 peer e & for 40 ~ 49 years. Two 
Bnave served for more than fifty years. The ev. Sajiro sto at 71 is 

fan elder in the Nagashima church in nea ae and. tthe. si.v., Ichiro -Tanida 
Minister of the Ube Church in Yamaguchi. Prefecture. 
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HIROMICHE KOZAKI CHNTENNARY 


opecial services were held on April 14-15 at the Keinanzaka 
Py Ghurch commemorating the centennary of the birth of Dr. Hiromichi 
s Kouzasi. As a member of the fanious Kumamoto Band, President of 

P Doshisha University, and for many years an elder statesman in the 
Christian church, Dr. Kozaki made a lasting contribution to the 
expansion of the Christian Church in Japan. His son, Michio, is 
Daetor OL the church which Dr. Kozaki founded, 


THE JAFAN CHRISTIAN YRARK BOOK 


The 1956 Japan Christian Year Book is just off the press. 
This is probably a record for early publication as far as recent 
years are concerned, The velure is essentially a directory of. 
Protestant missions and missionaries in Japan. The lists of Protes- 
tant schools and social welfare institutions is not repeated from 
the 1954 year book and there are no statistics or graphs. There is 
only one short article on by Dr. Sigurd aske of the Lutheran Free 
Church of Norway on "Trends in the Christian (Protestant ) Movement 
in Japan" and the obituarics of twenty missionaries whose death was 
reported during 1954 and 1955. 


BRIEF NOTES 


Foreign Visitors 
Recent Christian leaders visiting Japan include: 


-Miss Ma Hela Shane, of the New Life Movement of the Burma NCC, 

-Miss Josephine Louis, a mémber of the United Church of the 
Philippines... 

-Dr. R.W. Burst, General Secretary of the Ecumenical Movement of the 
NCCC-USA. 


Youth Week 


Christian Youth Week will be observed May 22-27 under the motto 
"One Flock, One Experience." On the May 25th a Youth's Conference 
“will be held at the Ochanomiau YWCA building at which Dr. Enkichi 
Kan, Dean of the Literature Department at’St. Pauls' University, who 
recently returned from England, will speak. 


New Age 
The Christian Magazine, "New Age" which has been published by 
the Kyobun Kan, is to be taken over by the Christian Literature. 
Commissian of the NCC. Miss Hanako Muraoka will continue as editor. 


Eiite ds Cs Penny and the Rev. Weyman Huckabee arriyed in Tokyo 
Mareh 29 for a three weeks visit. . Mr. Ponny particularly interested 
proneting the activities of the Japan Laymen's association. 
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Japan Bible Society's Spring Offensive 


In connection with the Japan Bible Society's efforts to dis- 
tribute one million seven hundred thousand Bibles or portions over 
a two year period, 24 colporteurs are being sent to Kumamoto, 
Tokushima, Kochi, Chiba and Okayama prefectures for the 1956 "spring 
A offensive", 750,000 were distributed during the November - March 
- period, 


Seibi Gakuen Fire 


The gymnasium and midaie school buildings of Seibi Gakuen in 
; Yokohama were completely destroyed by fire on april 7. The total 
sloss is esvimated at thirteon million yon. 


Bott Aemoriz!l Center 


a The first unit of Hee "Bott tiemorial Center" i 
* will be lS dali on April zist. Many notabies are exp 
ees 


The Rev. Shinko Imaizum, ee executive di 
eYapan Bible Society, who retired last fuil from active Sorv 
‘recently wioved to Kycto. Ata iol meeting on the Ginza 
F.Christian Center of april 2, tribute was paid i 
whas been an active pastor, scholar and leader int 
5) 
i: 


he ae on 
Church for the past half century. He is cighty-fi a 


Vo yea 


A National Conference of Y's Men Clubs will be held at Gajocn, 
Meguro, Tokyo on hay 3rd. Preparations for the coming world 

a2 y° EA i ° 
convention will be made at that time. 


° 


Mr. Sanuel Catli, General secretary for the Christian sducation 
= Department of the Christian Federation of the eeUriniace Visited 
pyapan April 10-12 enroute home after attending » conference in 
Korea. While in Tokyo he discussed plans bor tive 1956 doerid Si 

* convention with oa: Masatake Fujita of the Church School De- 
ppartment (NCC). 
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